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The Dark is Rising 
By Susan Cooper 

Will Stanton discovers on his 11th birthday that 
he is no mere boy. He is the Sign-Seeker, last of 
the immortal Old Ones, destined to battle the 
powers of evil that trouble the land. His task is 
monumental: he must find and guard the six 
great Signs of the Light, which, when joined, 
will create a force strong enough to match and 
perhaps overcome that of the Dark. 
 
 
The Raven Tower 
By Ann Leckie 

For centuries, the kingdom of Iraden has been 
protected by the god known as the Raven. He 
watches over his territory from atop a tower in 
the powerful port of Vastai. His will is enacted 
through the Raven's Lease, a human ruler 
chosen by the god himself. His magic is 
sustained via the blood sacrifice that every 
Lease must offer. And under the Raven's watch, 
the city flourishes.But the power of the Raven is 
weakening. A usurper has claimed the throne. 
The kingdom borders are tested by invaders 
who long for the prosperity that Vastai boasts. 
And they have made their own alliances with 
other gods.  
 
The Ruin of Kings 
By Jenn Lyons 

Kihrin is a bastard orphan who grew up on 
storybook tales of long-lost princes and grand 
quests. When he is claimed against his will as 
the long-lost son of a treasonous prince, Kihrin 
finds that being a long-lost prince isn't what the 
storybooks promised. Far from living the 
dream, Kihrin finds himself practically a 
prisoner, at the mercy of his new family's power 
plays and ambitions. He also discovers that the 
storybooks have lied about a lot of other things 
too: dragons, demons, gods, prophecies, true 
love, and how the hero always wins.  
 

The Priory of the Orange Tree 
By Samantha Shannon 

The House of Berethnet has ruled Inys for a 
thousand years. Still unwed, Queen Sabran the 
Ninth must conceive a daughter to protect her 
realm from destruction—but assassins are getting 
closer to her door. Ead Duryan is an outsider at 
court, risen to the position of lady-in-waiting, she is 
loyal to a hidden society of mages, secretly 
protecting Sabran with forbidden magic. Across 
the dark sea, Tané has trained all her life to be a 
dragonrider, but is forced to make a choice that 
could see her life unravel.  
 
The Dallergut Dream Department Store 
By Miye Lee 

What if there was a store that sold dreams? Which 
would you buy? And who might you become when 
you wake up?  
 
Daughters of the Storm 
By Kim Wilkins 

Lying in a magic-induced coma, the King of 
Thyrsland is on the brink of death: if his enemies 
knew, chaos would reign. In fear for his life and his 
kingdom, his five daughters set out on a perilous 
journey to try to save him, their only hope an aunt 
they have yet to meet, a shadowy practitioner of 
undermagic who lives on the wild northern borders. 
 
The Last Dragon of the East 
By Katrina Kwan 

Sai has a not-so-secret gift that he's parlayed into a 
side career: he was born with the ability to see the 
red threads of fate between soulmates, which lends 
itself nicely to matchmaking.  So far he’s been 
content not to follow his own thread ... 
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If you like… Brandon Sanderson 
The Bear and the Nightingale 
By Katherine Arden 

At the edge of the Russian wilderness, winter 
lasts most of the year and the snowdrifts grow 
taller than houses. But Vasilisa doesn't mind—
she spends the winter nights huddled around 
the embers of a fire with her beloved siblings, 
listening to her nurse's fairy tales. As danger 
circles, Vasilisa must defy even the people she 
loves and call on dangerous gifts she has long 
concealed—this, in order to protect her family 
from a threat that seems to have stepped from 
her nurse's most frightening tales.  

 
A Demon in Silver 
By R.S. Ford 

In a world where magic has disappeared, rival 
nations vie for power in a continent devastated 
by war. When a young farm girl, Livia, 
demonstrates magical powers for the first time 
in a century there are many across the land that 
will kill to obtain her power. The Duke of 
Gothelm's tallymen, the blood-soaked Qeltine 
Brotherhood, and cynical mercenary Josten 
Cade: all are searching for Livia and the power 
she wields. But Livia finds that guardians can 
come from the most unlikely places... and that 
the old gods are returning to a world they 
abandoned.  
 
The Pillars of the Earth 
By Ken Follett 

The building of a cathedral, with the almost 
eerie artistry of the unschooled stonemasons, is 
the center of the drama. Around the site of the 
construction, Follett weaves a story of betrayal, 
revenge, and love, which begins with the public 
hanging of an innocent man and ends with the 
humiliation of a king.  

The Games Gods Play 
By  Abilgail Owen 

The gods name mortals to compete in their stead 
and for the first time ever, Hades has entered the 
Crucible. Am I a pawn, bait, or something else 
entirely. How can I know when he has more secrets 
than stars in the sky?  But Hades is playing by his 
own rules...and Death will win at any cost. 

 
The Eye of the World 
By Robert Jordan 

The Wheel of Time turns and Ages come and go, 
leaving memories that become legend. Legend 
fades to myth, and even myth is long forgotten 
when the Age that gave it birth returns again. In the 
Third Age, an Age of Prophecy, the World and Time 
themselves hang in the balance. What was, what 
will be, and what is, may yet fall under the Shadow.  
 
Black Leopard, Red Wolf 
By Marlon James 

Tracker is known far and wide for his skills as a 
hunter: "He has a nose," people say. Engaged to 
track down a mysterious boy who disappeared 
three years earlier, Tracker breaks his own rule of 
always working alone when he finds himself part of 
a group that comes together to search for the boy. 
The band is a hodgepodge, full of unusual 
characters with secrets of their own, including a 
shape-shifting man-animal known as Leopard. 
Drawing from African history and mythology and 
his own rich imagination, James has written an 
adventure that's also an ambitious, involving read.  
 
 
 
 
 

The Gunslinger 
By Stephen King 

Roland of Gilead, The Last Gunslinger, is a 
haunting figure, a loner on a spellbinding 
journey into good and evil. In his desolate world, 
which frighteningly mirrors our own, Roland 
pursues The Man in Black, encounters an 
alluring woman named Alice, and begins a 
friendship with the Kid from Earth called Jake.  
 
The Invisible Life of Addie Larue 
By Victoria Schwab 

France, 1714. In a moment of desperation, a 
young woman makes a Faustian bargain to live 
forever-- and cursed to be forgotten by 
everyone she meets. Addie LaRue's life will play 
out across centuries and continents, across 
history and art. After nearly 300 years, Addie 
stumbles across a young man in a hidden 
bookstore. He remembers her name-- and 
everything changes.  
 
The Fifth Season 
By N.K. Jemisin 

Three terrible things happen in a single day. 
Essun, a woman living an ordinary life in a small 
town, comes home to find that her husband has 
brutally murdered their son and kidnapped their 
daughter. Meanwhile, mighty Sanze -- the 
world-spanning empire whose innovations have 
been civilization's bedrock for a thousand years 
-- collapses as most of its citizens are murdered 
to serve a madman's vengeance. And worst of 
all, across the heart of the vast continent known 
as the Stillness, a great red rift has been been 
torn into the heart of the earth, spewing ash 
enough to darken the sky for years. Or 
centuries.  
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